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Learning From Jesus 
 
Someone might wonder where I got the idea of checkmate in 
witnessing to people who have been taught a false doctrine.  I got 
it from Jesus, the Master Teacher.  What do you mean by that?  
Well, I am glad you asked.  Please let me take a few lines to show 
you how it started. 
 
Jesus was constantly under attack by the religious leaders of His 
day.  The lawyers, scribes, priests, and groups like the Pharisees, 
Sadducees, and Herodians had an interpretation of Scripture that 
Jesus corrected throughout His ministry.  Jesus warned His 
disciples about the false doctrines of these men.  This began in 
Matthew 4:1-11 with the devil tempting Jesus and continued until 
Matthew 26 when He answered the High Priest and was 
condemned to death. 
 
In this example, Jesus asked a question that silenced the 
Pharisees.  If they had answered the question, they would have 
had to acknowledge that Jesus Christ was Divine, the Son of God.  
Take a look at this dialog in both gospels of Matthew and Luke. 
Matt 22:41-46 
41 While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 
42 Saying, What think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? They say 
unto him, The Son of David. 
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43 He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying, 
44 The LORD [Yahweh/Jehovah, the Father, who is God] said 
unto my [David himself] Lord [the Father’s Son, who is the 
Messiah/Jesus], Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine 
enemies thy footstool [Ps 110:1]? 
45 If David then call him Lord [God], how is he his [David’s] 
son? 
46 And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any 
man from that day forth ask him any more questions. 
 
Now take a look at this same dialog in the gospel of Luke. 
 
Luke 20:41-44 

41 And he said unto them, How say they that Christ is David’s 
son? 

42 And David himself saith in the book of Psalms [Ps 110:1], The 
LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 

43 Till I make thine enemies thy footstool. 

44 David therefore calleth him [the Messiah, who would be 
David’s son] Lord [God], how is he then his son [if he is God]? 

 
Psalms 110:1 is interpreted by Jesus, who fulfilled this prophecy.  
The revealed truth of the prophecy is that the Messiah would be 
both human and divine.  Israel’s leaders were looking for an 
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undefeated worrier like David.  Israel’s leaders wanted a savior 
who could restore their kingdom with the supernatural powers of 
the past.  Jesus, as the Lamb of God, did not fit that profile.  God 
becoming flesh and dwelling among them would expose their 
hypocrisies and wickedness.  It was not something they would 
tolerate.  The religious leaders decided that Jesus had to go! 
 
Matthew 22 is one of the many examples where Jesus gave 
(remember He is the Author of Scripture, the Word made flesh, 
right?) the correct interpretation of the Word to silence those who 
rejected His same substance with the Father, His deity as the Son 
of God.  When one studies the many incidents where Jesus 
corrects the establishment’s views of Scripture, one learns the two 
most essential biblical rules of interpretation: the context and 
harmony rules.  The rules of language and grammar follow the 
first two, and with these four rules, any interpretation of Scripture 
can be tested to see if it is true or false, right or wrong. 
 
If you agree to these rules and apply them correctly and honestly, 
there is no truth in a verse, a chapter, a book, or in all of Scripture 
that cannot be rightly divided. 
If you ignore these rules and follow the camps and commentaries, 
you will one day be the least in God’s kingdom. 
Matthew 5:19 
Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of these least 
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
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2Timothy 2:15, by any means, is not one of the least of God’s 
commandments. To those in ministry, it is one of the most 
demanding. 
 
Of these four rules, the first two are the most important.  They 
require no theological degrees, just observation, thorough 
searching, and honesty.  God knows your heart and will help 
anyone who truly wants to know the truth.  Learning to recognize 
the truth involves studying the rules that enable one to divide it 
rightly.  Are you willing to do that?  Great, let’s get started. 
 
1. Context Rule – The weaving together of words in phrases, 
sentences, paragraphs, chapters, or the entire Bible, which can 
shed light on and adds to its meaning in a passage, i.e., Rom. 3:10-
18; Gen. 3:15; Psa. 14 53. 
2. Harmony Rule – It is the law of no contradiction.  A God-given 
truth will always be in harmony with the whole of God's Word, 
i.e., Genesis. 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD 
God make coats of skins and clothed them.  2 Pet. 2:1; 1 Joh. 2:2; 
1 Tim. 2:1-4 
3. Language Rule – This is the awareness of how language is used 
in a verse (i.e., literal, figurative, or symbolic language and the 
grammatical functions that apply to each part of speech).  In John 
8:58, Jesus said, Before Abraham was, I am.  This statement is 
literal; Jesus existed before Abraham.  In John 10:9, He says, I 
am the door . . ..  This statement is figurative; it is a metaphor.  
And in Revelation 8:6, we read, And the seven angels which had 
the seven trumpets prepared themselves to sound.  This statement 
is symbolic; the trumpet is a symbol of judgment. 
4. Grammar Rule – Every verse of Scripture must be interpreted 
in agreement with or in terms of its grammatical structure.  The 
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grammar rule is the third most important because it determines, 
controls, and limits syntactical interpretation.  Syntax is the 
branch of linguistics that deals with applying set rules in a 
language. 
 
Let’s put these rules into play like you would in a chess game.  In 
chess, the king’s rule is that he can only move one space at a time.  
If your opponent moves the king five spaces, when placed in 
check, one could never win. 
 
The key to helping Jehovah’s Witnesses (JWs) and others is to get 
them to see the conflict between what their leaders have told them 
and what the Bible truly teaches.  The three questions you ask a 
JW at the beginning of your conversation is how you get them to 
agree to the rules without discussing them in particular.  This is 
what Jesus did.  He never discussed these rules with anyone; He 
just used them to correct those who misapplied Scripture. 
 
Please remember that people from all walks of life want to know 
the truth about God.  It is a special blessing when the Lord Jesus 
lets you or me become a part of them finding it.  As you study and 
learn how to let the Scriptures release their incredible power, you 
will have found the secret of servanthood.  
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The John 1:3 Checkmate 
When you see Yahweh and Jehovah, it’s vital to know the 
difference.  Yahweh is the Hebrew personal name for God.  
Jehovah is a Latin substitute for Yahweh.  It was created, or at 
least it was used for the first time by a Spanish Monk, Raynundus 
Martini, in his book Puger Fideia about AD 1278.  He took the 
vowels from Elohim and Adonai and mixed them with the four 
Hebrew consonant letters of YHWH’s divine name.  In the early 
Latin day, they had no letter “y” in their alphabet.  And the 
Hebrew alphabet had no letter “j,” to mention one exception.  
What developed was the substitute Jehovah in the early Latin 
manuscripts.  It was not until 1947 that Yahweh was found written 
in some of the Dead Sea Scroll discoveries.  Since then, Christian 
Scholars have deemed Yahweh as the correct rendering of the I 
AM in Exodus 3:14.  The divine name is not something to debate 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses (JWs), but you should know about it. 
 
Another important thing you need to know is what the 
Watchtower (WT) teaches its followers about Jesus.  It teaches 
Jehovah is God the Father and Jesus is Michael the Archangel, 
God’s first created being.  The Father created Michael, who 
became Jesus, and then Jesus created everything else after that. 
If you are planning to do the checkmate with a JW and would like 
some help before you try it, please, by all means, contact me, and 
I’ll be glad to spend some time helping you. 
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To begin your conversation with a JW, you might ask these three 
questions: 
1. Do you consider yourself to be an honest person? 
2. Do you believe that the Bible is your absolute authority for faith 
and life? 
3. Do you believe that a truth in the Bible will never contradict 
itself? 
 
Then make this statement: Well, if what you just said is true, then 
I don’t understand how you, as a JW, could have any hope.  They 
might reply by saying, “What do you mean?”  Then you ask them 
to read John 1:3 from their New World Translation (NWT), and 
here’s how it will read.  What you see in the brackets [  ] I put 
there for your understanding: 
 
John 1:3 (NWT) All things came into existence through him, and 
apart from him [Jesus Christ] not even one thing came into 
existence. 
 
Next, don’t say anything, ask them to read Isaiah 44:24 (NWT), 
and this is what they will read: 
 
You will ask the Holy Spirit to enable the JWs to see the conflict 
between the WT’s teaching and what they just read in John 1:3 in 
their NWT. 
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Isaiah 44:24 (NWT) This is what Jehovah has said, your 
Repurchaser and the Former of you from the belly: “I, Jehovah, 
am doing everything, [you must link Jesus to Jehovah or they will 
not understand] stretching out the heavens by myself, laying out 
the earth. Who was with me? 
 
Yahweh/Jehovah is the one name used for each Member of the 
Godhead.  If you want to do a checkmate with a JW, you should 
know God’s revelation of Himself.  The Trinity Book — What 
does it mean for God to be triune? This is an excellent place to 
start. Learn about how God has revealed Himself and these 
amazing truths about who He is. He is one Eternal Being in Three 
Eternal Persons, Father, Son, and Spirit. 
 
Doesn’t John 1:3 say that Jesus created all things and not even 
one thing came into existence without Him, and wouldn’t all 
things include Michael the Archangel?  If you don’t believe that 
Jesus created ALL THINGS, how could you have any hope?   
Then ask them to read Matt 10:33! 
What JWs do not understand is that Jesus is Yahweh/Jehovah.  Isa 
44:24 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD [Yahweh /Jehovah], thy 
redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the 
LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens 
alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself. See also  Isa 
45:18 Zech 11:12-13; 12:10; 14:3-4. These verses prove that 
Jesus is the LORD, Jehovah, or, more correctly stated, the 
Hebrew divine name Yahweh.  Exodus 3:14 I AM THAT I AM. 
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If you got this far, the Lord is looking for laborers for His work. 

The “a god” Question 
If you can continue your conversation with a kind and caring 
attitude, you may have a chance to ask this question which is truly 
an eye-opener. How could anyone know that the Watchtower’s a 
god in John 1:1 is incorrect?  Their reply most likely will be, 
“How?”  You then ask them to read Genesis 1:1– In the 
beginning, God [not a god] created the heaven and the earth. 
The answer is clearly stated in the verse you have just read.  
“What do you mean?”  If a god were correct in John 1:1, then 
Genesis 1:1 would have to read “a god” instead of God created . 
. .. 
 
You can begin to close your comments by asking them (usually, 
there’s more than one). Do you remember the first two questions 
I asked you at the beginning of our conversation?  Review the 
questions, and their answers, then say: If what you said is true, 
you must now choose God’s Word instead of the Watchtower’s 
word because – One cannot believe in a false Jesus and a false 
God and have true salvation. You could say – If you do not know 
who Jesus is, all the rest doesn’t matter. Jesus said: But whosoever 
shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven (Matt 10:33).  Remember to get their contact 
info if you can! 
  



16 
 

The John 1:3 Corollary 
 
The gospel of John introduces Jesus as the Word, who is God and 
the Creator of all things.  The first two verses state that He existed 
at the beginning with God and that He was God.  John 1:3 is a 
corollary, a result, or an outcome that confirms these statements. 
If this corollary is denied and rejected, then the context is 
destroyed.  The fact that Jesus created all things without 
exceptions makes the first two verses irrefutable. Let’s put these 
verses together with the first verse in the Bible and see that God 
created all things, not “a god” as the Jehovah’s Witnesses have 
claimed and taught. 
 
Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God [Elohim] created the heaven 
and the earth. 
 
Note: Elohim, like Yahweh, is used for all three Members of the 
Godhead, Father, Son, and Spirit, individually and collectively. 
 
John 1:1-3 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 
2 The same [the Word] was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 
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John 1:14 establishes that the Word in John 1:1 is a title for Jesus 
– Jesus is the Word. 
 
John 1:14  
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth. 
 
Now it’s clear that Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1-3 are saying the same 
thing – God (not a god according to Jehovah’s Witnesses) created 
heaven and earth.  
 
Hatred is often a corollary to violence (it is a natural result that 
follows). In math, this proposition has already been proven: 
2+2=4 has the corollary of 2+1+1=4.  Now let’s learn the meaning 
of three words and then see how they relate to the corollary of 
John 1:3. 
 
Corollary – is an inference that follows directly from the proof of 
another proposition, e.g., the math equation given above. 
 
Inference – is the reasoning involved in reaching a conclusion 
The reasoning involved in John 1:1 is that if Jesus is God, He 
must be the Creator of all things. 
 
Proposition – is a statement that either affirms or denies that 
something is either true or false. 
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John 1:3 affirms that the statement in John 1:1 that the 
Word/Jesus was God is true and links it to that same truth in 
Genesis 1:1 that states that it was God (not a god) at the beginning 
who was the Creator. 
John 1:1-2 says that in the beginning was the Word/Jesus (He was 
already existing in the beginning and was with God and was God). 
It is the same statement in Genesis 1:1. In the beginning God . . .. 
God already existed before anything was created, and then He 
created the heaven and earth. 
John 1:3 makes the same statement and adds that Jesus created 
everything that was created with no exceptions. 
 
What is said in John 1:3 is the corollary to John 1:1-2, which is 
the proof that follows directly to prove that Jesus is God, for if 
that is true, then Jesus must be the Creator of all things, or John 
1:1-2 would be false. 
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John 1:1 Grammar 
 
John 1:1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
 
To understand John 1:1, you must know the meaning of the verb 
was and how it is used in each of the three-sentence parts. 
 
 • Verb: to be 
 • Meaning: to exist 
 • Function: state of being or linking/helping verb 
 
Part 1: In the beginning was the Word.  This part answers the 
question of when the Word existed—timeless past. 
 
 • Subject: Word (a title for Jesus) 
 • Verb: was (state of being, past tense) 
 • Complement: in the beginning (adverbial, time: 
existing in the past without a point of origin—eternally existing) 
 
 
Part 2: And the Word was with God.  This part answers the 
question of where the Word existed eternally—With the God. 
 
 • Subject: Word (a title for Jesus) 
 • Verb: was (state of being, past tense) 
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 • Complement: with God (adverbial, tells where He was 
eternally) 
  
 
Part 3: And the Word was God.  This part answers the 
question of who the Word was—He was eternally God. 
 
 • Subject: Word (a title for Jesus) 
 • Verb: was (linking, past tense) 
 • Complement: God (predicate nominative renaming the 
subject, Word)   See page 23 for more about this in the Greek text. 
 
 

THE FALSE JESUS OF THE CULTS HAS A 

BEGINNING 
 
The Watchtower Jesus: 
 
God’s First Created Being—he had a beginning 
 
The Mormon Jesus: 
 
First Spirit Child of Elohim—he had a beginning 
 
The Adventist Jesus: 
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Michael the Archangel—he had a beginning 
 
The Moslem Jesus: 
 
Just a prophet (only a man)—he had a beginning 
 
THE JESUS OF THE BIBLE IS ETERNAL— NO BEGINNING 
OR ENDING 
 
Joh 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 
 
Heb 7:3 Without father, without mother, without descent, having 
neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but made like unto the 
Son of God; abideth a priest continually. 
 
THE JESUS OF THE BIBLE CREATED ALL THINGS 
 
Joh 1:3 All things were made by him; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 
 
Col 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 
every creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they 
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 



22 
 

were created by him, and for him:  For figurative use of 
“firstborn” see:  Ps 89:27 
 
Ps 89:27 Also I [Jehovah speaking] will make him [David] my 
firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth. 
 

John 1:1c “The Word was God.” 
 
Deconstructing The Watchtower’s rendering of John 1:1c “And 
the Word was a god.” 
 
The grammatical structure of John 1:1c is recognized as a 
predicate nominative.  A predicate mirrors the subject either by 
renaming it or describing it. When it renames it, it is called a 
predicate nominative. When it describes it, it is called a predicate 
adjective.  This sentence’s subject is the Word, the verb is was, 
and the predicate nominative is God. 
 
Typically the predicate nominative follows the verb, but when the 
writer (who, in this case, was inspired by God) wants to stress the 
quality of a person or a thing, it precedes the verb. The Holy 
Spirit, the Author of Scripture, did this to show that Christ 
possesses the qualities of Godhood and is as equally God as the 
Father. 
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If you look at the Greek Interlinear Version on the next page and 
page 27, you will see that the definite predicate nominative (God) 
precedes the verb was, and when it does so, the definite article 
(the) is not required.  This is a basic rule of Greek grammar.  If a 
JW were to read John 1:1c in the KIT, the Watchtower’s Kingdom 
Interlinear Translation, he would see that the Greek reads in the 
same word order, “God was the Word,” which also shows that the 
predicate nominative precedes the verb.  
 
To see that the Watchtower does not follow its own conflicting 
“small g for God rule,” look at these verses: 
 
John 1:6,12,13; and 13:3; here God appears twice with capital 
G’s, yet the first occurrence does not have the definite article. 
 
Bearing in mind that John 1:1a establishes that Jesus exists before 
the beginning of creation without a place of origin, this points 
directly to His eternality and Godhood.  John 1:1b makes the 
statement that Jesus was eternally with the Father.  The 
Watchtower (WT) falsely teaches its followers that Christians 
believe Jesus is the Father.  They misrepresent the Trinity to 
confuse people by asking them if Jesus is God, then when He 
prayed was He praying to Himself? 
 
For further reading, see CHECKMATE for Mormons and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses by Dave Weeks at Amazon.com - In 
Paperback & Kindle.  
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God Was The Word 
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Zechariah 11,12,14 (NWT) 
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Jesus The Great I AM 
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Your Reply to the JW 
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